Through common sense and goodwill, the major meetings of the two Societies have increasingly been run as joint ventures; thus merger began to seem as inevitable as the original formation of a separate society. However, discussions about the best timing and conditions for a merger took more than two years.
The arrangements that have eventually been agreed may be of interest to other societies; details can be obtained from the BSG Secretariat. In effect, the spirit and functions of the BSDE will live on in the BSG through its Endoscopy Committee, which will continue to organise endoscopy teaching meetings and symposia, to maintain academic and cultural relations with organisations and individuals both at home and overseas concerned with or interested in endoscopy, to maintain responsibility for the nurses and technicians group (now Endoscopy Assistant members of the BSG), to nominate an annual Foundation Lecturer and Endoscopy Prizewinner, and to circulate all members of the new Society with items of endoscopic interest through its newsletter. The Endoscopy Committee has its own budget to subserve these functions, and has direct representation on Council and the other committees (Programme, Nominations, Education and Science). The Chairman of the Endoscopy Committee, previously President of the BSDE, becomes Vice-President (Endoscopy) of the BSG.
The BSG was unable to accept the principle of industrial or corporate membership, which the BSDE had found particularly helpful during its formative years. However, any merger has its elements of compromise, and potential disadvantage for both sides. Some members of the BSG may be apprehensive about the sudden increase in size of the Society, and its changed balance of interests. Some pioneers of the BSDE may regret their loss of independence; many of its members were particularly concerned about those less academic practitioners-for example, clinical assistants-with an interest in endoscopy who will now find it difficult to join the new Society. The Endoscopy Committee intends to minimise this potential disadvantage; anyone can participate in the scientific and teaching meetings of the new Society by applying through the Secretariat. The Endoscopy Committee also intends to distribute its newsletter and other educational materials to some non-members who wish their names to be put on a mailing list.
Previous Officers and Members of the British Society for Digestive Endoscopy can be proud of its many achievements in a short active life. When recommending the merger, its Executive Committee believed that integration with the BSG would provide the best framework for the further development of endoscopy and gastroenterology in Britain.
Merger of BSG and BSDE. 
